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The Out of Bounds Altered Book Project was initiated 
by library board member Mariann Lehmann. She was 
inspired by a similar cooperative effort between the 
Maine College of Art and the Portland Public Library. 
Mariann thought this project would be a creative way 

to add new life to books no longer use-
ful because of outdated information or 
their condition. Call it creative recy-
cling. 
 

Before long a group of us gathered and met over sev-
eral months to put together a program. The Rockport 
Public Library and the Center for Maine Contempo-
rary Art co-sponsored Out of Bounds. Cathy Melio of 
CMCA presented a Fear No Art presentation at the 
Rockport Opera House. Melissa Sweet designed our 
logo. Amy Hand from Camden Public Library was an 

enthusiastic sup-
porter of the pro-
ject from the start. 
Alison Kuller was 
instrumental in the 
grant-writing proc-
ess. As a result of 
this effort, the pro-
ject was made pos-
sible in part by a 
grant from the 

Knox County Fund of the Maine Community Foundation. 
Out of Bounds was also supported by many in-kind dona-
tions of time and supplies by generous volunteers and fa-
cilitators. 
 

It turned out to be a highly successful endeavor, given the 
numbers. Over 120 entries were submitted by library pa-
trons, professional artists, students, and children. One book 
came from as far away as Pennsylvania.  
 

Nearly 500 visits to the exhibit at the Rockport Opera 
House took place over three days. The exhibit was the cul-
minating event to a series of workshops, lectures, and out-
reach programs. Interest and participation was high. 
 

In addition to workshops for 
adults, Jane Babbitt partnered 
with Amy Hand of Camden 
Public Library, to facilitate 
altered book workshops in 
area schools and at our re-
spective libraries. Jane also 

(Continued on page 4) 

Avenging the Color Plates by Donald V. Rainville 
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Photo by Carol Latta 

 

Complementary Rolls 
One of several pieces submitted by 

Kathy Ocariz 
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From Jordan to Syracuse, NY, Diana Abu-Jaber combines her love of family and traditional Middle 
Eastern cuisine with memories of growing up in a large multicultural family. In The Language of 
Baklava recipes are interspersed with stories of family life and culinary adventures, particularly 
those of her Jordanian father who tried to relive his own childhood by cooking traditional Middle 
Eastern meals. This included grilling shish kabobs on the front lawn of their suburban home much 
to the surprise (and some dismay) of the neighbors. The Rockport Library book group was unani-
mous in its praise for this charming memoir and two group members even brought treats to the 
meeting made from Abu-Jaber’s family’s recipes. They were delicious!  
 

My early attempts at Indian cooking were guided by the cookbooks of Madhur Jaffrey. This author, 
cook and actress has spent her life sharing her love for the cooking of her homeland. Jaffrey has 
brought us all the flavors of India in her assorted cookbooks, but most recently she too has written a 
memoir. We read much about India’s extreme poverty and extravagant wealth, but Jaffrey offers a 
chance to glimpse a comfortable Delhi family who picnicked in the Himalayan foothills and enjoyed 
wonderful feasts together at the family table. Aptly titled, her book is Climbing the Mango Trees, and 
is not to be missed by fans of Indian cooking, or those interested in Indian family life. 

 
Calvin Trillin loved his wife, Alice, dearly, and his recent book, About Alice, is a tender memoir of 
their life together before her death in 2001. Trillin had already introduced his readers to Alice in an 
earlier book, Alice, Let’s Eat where he described his often-hilarious search “for a decent meal”. Some-
times frustrated by his wife’s maddening commitment to moderation in eating, Trillin nonetheless does 
his best to educate Alice and this all adds up to a very funny and touching story that happily includes 
lots of food. 
 

Laurie Colwin is the author of a number of collections of essays about food and cooking. The recipes 
included in her book, Home Cooking: A Writer in the Kitchen [641.5 COL], though definitely worth 
noting, seem almost an afterthought. Colwin won many fans with her easy, conversational style. She 
has the wonderful ability to make even a disastrous, horrible meal entertaining to read about. Everyone 
has had disasters in the kitchen but Laurie Colwin reassures us that we’re not alone and even encour-
ages us laugh about them. 
 

So enjoy the coming holiday feasts and give yourself time to enjoy books that will keep you warm this winter. 
 

Abu-Jaber, Diana  The Language of Baklava  641.5 ABU 
Child, Julia  My Life in France  B Child 
Colwin, Laurie  Home Cooking: A Writer in the Kitchen  641.5 COL  
Jaffrey, Madhur  Climbing the Mango Trees  B Jaffrey 
Trillin, Calvin About Alice B Trillin  

With the approach of winter and its longer nights and colder weather, a 
hunger for warm and hearty foods seems instinctive. So, too, is a hunger for 
the warmth of a good book. To satisfy the two needs, I’ve put together a list 
of books I think will do both. 
  

France has always produced a plethora of literature and gas-
tronomy, but it took an American woman exploring the cui-
sine of France to make French food understandable for 
Americans. In her wonderful, affectionate memoir, My Life in 
France Julia Child tells all about her discovery of French 
cooking and how it became her passion. Told in her familiar, 
inimitable voice, Child recounts how she found her joie de 
vivre in France as well as in the French cuisine. 
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Lutheran Church. Greg-
ory’s homestead had 
been on the site of the 
church, and there’s a 
plaque next to the 
church identifying the 
event. Near the plaque 
are some bowl-shaped 
depressions lined with 
stones. At the end of the parking lot, northwest from 
the plaque, is a pile of construction dirt and stones, 
and the box was hidden under a small cement block. 
Thanks to the Rev. Jerry LiaBraaten for permission 
to place the box there. 

Letterboxes, logbooks with finders’ stamp impressions, and 
letterbox stamp impressions 
 
 

3 
North, south, east or west 
Some folks think this town is best. 
Tennis or basketball? Let’s split the difference. 
Northeast we will walk, down beside a long fence. 
Past a diamond, keep walking, until on your right 
The end of the path—piles of grass are in sight. 
A pine and a maple have grown up together. 
A hole in the roots hides our box from the weather. 
 
The town’s Recreation Park in West Rockport was the 
site of box 3. Between the tennis and basketball courts is 
a parking area, and along the fence by the baseball dia-
mond is a path that ends where the lawn mowers appar-
ently dump the cut grass. The rest is self-explanatory—
the box was under the raised roots of the almost-merged 
pine and maple trees. Again, I was surprised by the facili-
ties I found—from the swings and gym equipment for 
kids to the well-maintained playing areas for bigger peo-
ple. 

Get a Clue continued on page 5 
 

The reading logs have long been finished, the myster-
ies and forensic books are pretty much back on the 
shelves, and the kids have been in school for months. 
But it wasn’t until early November that I finally went 
skulking around Rockport, retrieving the fiveletter-
boxes hidden throughout the town. They were all still 
in place where they were hidden in early July, just 
before the summer reading program began. For the 
rest of the summer (and into the fall, apparently), kids 
and parents puzzled over clues and—based on the log 
books in each box—found the objects of their quests. 
Now the unveiling! 
 
1 
Slow down, take a turn into Rockport’s old days. 
Learn about how folks did things in manual ways. 
See the sugar house, view exhibits, then wander on back 
To the house that stands backwards, then look for the 
plaque. 
In 1780 they used the front door, but you’ll notice that now 
Someone’s built a bit more. 
Under the angle, reach to the right. 
A box has been hidden away from the light. 
 
This box was under the ramp leading to the front door 
of the Conway House. Although the house was built 
in 1780, a ramp was built recently for wheelchair ac-
cess to the building. I was surprised to see the extent 
of the facilities surrounding the Conway House and 
Cramer Museum. As the clue indicates, there’s a 
sugar house, museum building, barn, education build-
ing, period gardens, and the 225-year-old house! Be 
sure to explore it next spring, whenever you see the 
gate open. It’s on Route 1, just south of the Hanna-
ford plaza. 
 
2 
Sometimes churches serve you donuts 
Sometimes just the holes. 
Where these two things now come together 
You’ll see some stones in bowls. 
Stand now at the marker 
And look to the northwest 
Some boulders, some stones, some dirt and some weeds, 
A small cement block is the shelter it needs. 
 
This was the most troublesome of all the clues, 
unless you already knew the story of Capt. Han-
son Crockett Gregory, who is credited with the 
creation of the hole in the doughnut in 1847. I 
suggested people Google “Rockport, doughnut” 
and they’d discover the story posted by Nativity 

Get a Clue @ Your Library Revisited 
 

By Jane Babbitt 
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Events take place at the library unless otherwise noted. 
 

Mondays and Fridays from 1:00 to 2:00 PM  
 French conversation group with Paul Charbonneau.  
 All levels of proficiency are welcome. 
 

Wednesday, December 5 
 3:30 to 4:30 PM First Wednesday story time with Jan 
 Zimmermann: ‘Tis the Season Stories and a craft for 
 school-age children 
 

 6:30 to 8:00 PM Rockport Library Book Group  
 with Jenni Ruddy, discussing The Piano Tuner by Daniel 
 Mason. New members are welcome.  
 

Saturday, December 8, 9:00 AM  to noon Rockport Opera House 
 Holiday Help by the library’s Youth Advisory Board 
 Games, crafts, and snacks for young children while their 
 parents shop, bake, or whatever. Advance registration is 
 required. 
 

Date to be announced at 4:00 PM  
 Holiday Music at the library 
 Provided by Abby Chamberlin and her friends. 
 

Thursday, December 13, 3:30 PM  
 Holiday Party for the Youth Advisory Board members 
 

Monday and Tuesday, December 24–25 
 Library closed for holiday 
 

Tuesday, January 1 
 Library closed for New Year’s Day 
 

Wednesday, January 2, 3:30 to 4:30 PM  
 First Wednesday story time with Jan Zimmermann.  
 Stories and a craft for school-age children 
 

Friday, January 4, 8:00 AM 
 Friends of the Rockport Public Library meeting. 
 

Wednesday, January 9 
 6:30 to 8:00 PM Rockport Library Book Group  
 with Jenni Ruddy, discussing History of Love by Nicole
 Krauss. New members are welcome.  
 

Saturday, January 27, 2:30 to 3:30 PM  
 BookLovers’ Café for Kids 
 
 
 

Watch for more announcements on our website at 
www.rockport.lib.me.us or call the library at 236-3642. 
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New Wednesday Hours at Rockport Public Library:  
11:00 AM  to 8:00 PM 

 

did a workshop for an area Brownie 
troop and their leaders. 
 

If you didn’t make it to the Out of 
Bounds Altered Book Exhibit you can 
still view many of the works of art at 
the Rockport and Camden libraries.  
Before long, you will be able to search 
a work either by title or artist in the catalog! Eventu-
ally some works will be available for circulation. 

I would like to thank the Out of Bounds Committee 
members who gave freely of their time and areas of 
expertise. I would also like to thank Susan Coe, Carol 
Latta, Patrick Overlock, volunteers who staffed the 
exhibit, and of course all of the artists who submitted 
their works to make this a successful event. 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Little Owl by Henry Chamberlin, age 6 
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The library’s Youth Advisory Board chose officers for 
the coming year at its recent meeting. Caitlin Throne 
was elected president, and Taylor Poulos is vice presi-
dent. Plans were made for the Holiday Help program 
they’re offering on Dec. 8, and for their holiday party 
on Dec. 13.  
 

Other projects they’ve been working on include redes-
ign of the young adult area of the library and selection 
of different magazines for the YA periodical collec-
tion. A trip to Bookland in Rockland is planned for 
early next year. 



Please enroll me as a member of Friends of Rockport Public Library 
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Get a Clue… cont’d from page 3 
 
4 
A park with no swings, but piles of lime 
Dedicated to people who gave of their time. 
Drive all the way in without turning back, 
You might want to bring your lunch in a sack. 
Find nine steps up a hill, look 300 degrees, 
Cross the tie, if you will; take the path through the trees. 
Walk into the woods, step over the roots; 
The hiking is easy—you won’t need your boots. 
Edge the lime, while you do, keep close to the pine. 
Go five steps due north, look 30 degrees, 
A double pine’s growing among other trees. 
Circle round to the juniper bush and look under 
The branches are hiding our little boxed wonder. 
 
I’d never been to the very back of the park dedicated to 
Ambrose and Mary Cramer, which is opposite the entrance 
to Marine Park, on the north side of the bridge. I drove in 
as far as cars are allowed, and parked at the end of the cul-
de-sac. A railroad tie edges the parking area, and a path 
leads through the woods to the lime slag piles (you’ve 
probably seen them from across the river, as you drive 
along Main Street between the bridge and the Bruce C. 
Woodward Public Safety Building). It’s a lovely walk, and 
a quiet place for a picnic overlooking the river. 
 
And the fifth letterbox…well, that’s going to remain a 
mystery. I’m going to make some minor changes to it, and 
post the new clue on our web site. So make a signature 
stamp for yourself, and ask me more about letterboxing! 
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Games, crafts, and snacks for young children while their 
parents shop, bake, or whatever. Advance registration 
is required. Fill out a registration form at the library.  
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Libraries are not made; they grow. 
 

   - Augustine Birrell  
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Bring Your Card to the Library Contests 

Thanks to all of you who have been so diligent about having 
your library card ready for us! As you now know, we’re trying to 
abide by the guidelines set for all Minerva libraries by having all 
patrons use their cards. In order to encourage this, we’ve been 
drawing names of complying patrons for various gifts.  
 
Prizes so far include a gift certificate donated by Fresh off the 
Farm, organic honey donated by the Arau family, and certificates 
for The Owl & Turtle, Market Basket, Three Dogs Café, and sev-
eral free nonresident card renewals. Thanks for remembering 
your card! 

� � � � � �� ���	� � �� 
 � � �

The Market Basket 


