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It is my pleasure to introduce you to Liza Gardner 
Walsh of Camden as my choice for the new circula-
tion and youth services librarian. Her name was sub-
mitted to town manager Bob Peabody and Liza was 
offered and has accepted the position. 
 

Liza brings many gifts to our organization. She is a 
writer, editor, teacher, program director, leader, and 
education coordinator. 
 

She possesses a strong background in children’s lit-
erature and early childhood development. In addition 
to her life-long love and use of libraries, it is her work 
as an education coordinator for the Charleston Mu-
seum in South Carolina where she created, developed, 

implemented, and pro-
moted programs to chil-
dren, families, and 
schools that will contrib-
ute greatly to our commu-
nity here. 
 

Liza also served as chair 
of the Heritage Education 
Forum where she had the 
opportunity to form part-
nerships and to lead a coa-

lition of 35 community organizations. She has worked 
with people of all ages and backgrounds developing 
arts, and literacy-based programming for children, 
families, and schools. In addition, Liza was selected 
to serve on the Smithsonian Institute’s Education 

Task Force, and was the recipient of the Congres-
sional Certificate of Merit for Community Service. 
 

Liza received a Master of Fine Arts from Vermont 
College and has advanced coursework from the Uni-
versity of Otago in New Zealand in early childhood 
development. 
 

Please join us in welcoming her to your library. 
 

Speaking of your library, I’ll bet some of you are 
wondering about the progress on the roof and entry-
way repairs. I am updating our website with news at 
www.rockport.lib.me.us, but for those of you without 
computer access, or if you haven’t had the opportu-
nity to stop by lately, here is what’s happening: 
 

John Bryant of Frost & Bryant of Camden has been 
overseeing the project. A few weeks ago Eric Wass 
and crew of Coastal Copper and Slate of Rockland 
completed the exterior repairs replacing the roof sur-

face and install-
ing a new sky-
light. This past 
week we’ve had 
a crew from 
Frost and Bryant 
doing finish 
work around the 
skylight on the 
inside of the 
building. They 

also removed sheetrock and checked for any rotting or 
interior damage and the good news is they did not find 
any significant damage beneath the sheetrock. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Liza Walsh 
Scott and Muffin dry walling. 



Page 2 

Like many of you, we started reading to our children 
when they were very young. I suppose we read a lot 
of parenting books and magazines in those days and 
learned, or believed, that if we were to start reading to 
our kids as babies then they would grow into people 
who love to read books, like their mom and dad. One 
of my favorite pictures shows my husband stretched 
out on our sofa reading Bill Martin Jr’s Brown Bear 
Brown Bear, What Do You See? to our six-week-old 
son. 
 
The kids have grown up to be great readers and love 
books. They are now 8, 10, and 12 and can always be 
found with several good novels strewn around the 
house. Living around the corner from the Rockport 
Public Library and having what feels like personal 
book consultants on the lookout for interesting books 
for each of them has its advantages. The librarians are 
often putting books aside and giving us a call, “I’ve 
found a book I think you’d like.” They’re rarely off 
the mark. 
 
What I’ve realized recently is that our family does a 
lot of reading and not just individually. We read aloud 
to our kids almost every night. Yes, we started off 
with a nightly routine with picture books before bed 
when they were all very young but it grew to be more 
fairly quickly. I think the first series we read to the 
kids was the Laura Ingalls Wilder collection. In fact, 
my older son insisted on being called Almanzo in pre-
school for the duration of Farmer Boy—confusing to 
the Power Ranger kids. 
 
Over the years we’ve read slews of books and found 
some we really love. I pass on book titles to friends 
with younger children to encourage them to move 
into the chapter book world. We were surprised and 
happy to find that young children will enjoy an imagi-
native chapter book from night to night with a parent 
reading aloud to them. Perhaps it’s the anticipation of 
what’s to come that holds their attention. Maybe it’s 
the comfort of the routine or, perhaps (as a Mom I’d 
like to believe), it’s the coming together of the whole 
family for 45 minutes to an hour each night. With 
busy after-school and evening schedules, we don't 
always find the five of us together for dinner. But 

where we all come together is a little later in the evening—
just before bed—with the promise of a good story to come. 
 
Don’t let me mislead you. We have a TV and occasionally 
watch it. There are even times, I’ll admit, when the Red 
Sox may be muted in the background and I do pause my 
reading when Big Papi comes up to bat. One child out of 
three appreciates this moment while the other two groan 
and insist we continue on with the story. But gathered to-
gether on our big blue sofa, or on a starry night on our 
boat, or down by the harbor, finding a time to all share a 
story has been a highlight of each day for many years. 
 
So Molly and I decided it might be fun if our family shared 
some of our favorite reads and make some recommenda-
tions for other families. Our books are varied in subject 
matter, length and intensity. Most are fiction, many are 
series and a few have been read more than once. 
 
We all sat down and brainstormed the books we’ve read 
and loved. In this newsletter, we’ll share a few and in the 
future we’ll add to the list below on the library’s website. 
Our current list is at about 50 books and there are about 
three unread “family reads” on the coffee table just wait-
ing. 
 
Recommended Favorite Family Read-Alouds 
 
The Mysterious Benedict Society and its sequels   
 by Trenton Lee Stuart 
Nick of Time, by Ted Bell 
Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and 
 Ridley Pearson 
Kringle by Tony Abbott 
Emmy and the Home for Troubled Girls, Emmy 
and the Incredible Shrinking Rat by Lynne Jonell 
The Silver Crown by Robert C. O’Brien 
The Green Glass Sea and White Sands, Red Menace by 
 Ellen Klages 
The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke 
Dive and Island (books one, two and three of both series) 
 by Gordon Korman 
Peak by Roland Smith 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick 
The Golden Compass (His dark materials) series by Philip 
 Pullman 
Molly Moon series by Georgia Byng 
 
with more to come...  

Family Read-Alouds 
 

By Beth Chamberlin 
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Every Tuesday all year,10:30 to 11:30 AM  
Stories, fingerplays, songs, and a craft, for babies to 
age five or so.  
�����
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2:00 to 3:00 PM  
Chapter book reading in installments each week. For 
elementary school kids.  Arrange with the school for 
bus drop-off . 
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Storytime trek up Beech Hill on a wicked hot day.  
Rachael, Michael, and Lorelei Rademacher and Ethan 
Majchrowski take a breather on the porch of Beech Nut. 
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Mondays and Fridays from 1:30 to 2:30 PM  
 French conversation group   
 All levels of proficiency are welcome. 

  

Saturday, December 19, 2:30 to 4:30 PM   
 Artist Journals with Robinsunne and Iris 
 Eichenlaub. Bring scissors and glue. 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 23: Library closed from 
11:45 to 1:15 for a town employees’ luncheon. 
Thursday, Dec. 24: Library will close at noon. 
Friday, Dec. 25: Library will be closed all day. 
 

Friday, January 1: Library will be closed. 
 

Wednesday, Jan. 6, 6:30 to 8:00 PM  
 Rockport Library Book Group 
 with Jenni Ruddy, discussing A 
 Short History of Tractors in 
 Ukrainian, by Marina Lewycka. 
 New members are welcome. 
 

Saturday, January 23, 10:00 to 11:30 AM  
 BookLovers’ Café with Iris Eichenlaub. 
 

Watch for details about the Tom DeMarco/ Mac 
Deford program, a Camden Conference commu-
nity outreach event sponsored by the Rockport 
Public Library. 
 

Do you have an idea for a program or speakers? 
We’re always grateful for new ideas.  
 

Watch for more announcements in the papers and 
on our website at www.rockport.lib.me.us or call 
the library at 236-3642 with your questions.  

 
Dear Friends, 

AS the year 2009 comes to an end I want to 
remind you to please help support your library 
by becoming a member of the Friends of the 
Rockport Public Library, or if you are a mem-
ber please renew your membership. Our 
membership year runs from October through 
September. 
 
This past year the Friends were able to give 
the library $10,000, which would not have 
been possible without the help of all of our 
members. We count on all of you for support 
so that our library can continue to be the won-
derful library that it is. 
 

Patti Peace  
Membership Chair 

On Wednesday, December 9, at 6:30 pm, Cindy 
Miller will show a lucky ten people how to make 
wire-wrapped pendants and earrings. Cindy is new to 
jewelry-making, but is enthusiastic about sharing 
what she’s learned.  The slots are filled for this ses-

sion, but if you 
like this idea let us 
know and we’ll try 
to set up an encore 
workshop. 
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��
�������
�������

Pendants and earrings made by Cindy Miller 
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2009 has been a very good year for books—not just the ones that were 
published in the last twelve months, though some of those are included 

here. More to the point, they are the books that found their way into my 
reading over the year. Perhaps you’ll agree. 

 
A true gem is Cathleen Schine’s The New Yorkers; I find my-

self recommending it again and again. A modest novel, it’s a 
slice of life on a New York City block. The story revolves around 

dog owners who strike up friendships with each other through their 
shared interest in dogs. But even cat lovers will find it hard not to be 

charmed by the wonderful characters, both two- and four-legged. In spite of 
their foibles, the people (and dogs) resonate with readers. 

 
And that book reminds me of another unpretentious, thoroughly enjoyable, novel boasting an en-
semble cast, The City of Your Final Destination by Peter Cameron. Set partly in Ecuador, it’s the 
story of a graduate student who needs permission from the heirs of a reclusive, now deceased artist 
to write his biography. When the heirs deny him permission, Omar must travel to South America 
and plead with them in person. Here again, as with The New Yorkers, the author’s attention to 
subtle human detail gives City its undeniable appeal. 
 

From light fiction to a towering work of American history, I’m including on this year’s 
list Team of Rivals by Doris Kearns Goodwin. This is a big book in every way but well worth the 
commitment to see it through, mostly thanks to Goodwin’s engaging narrative. This book never 
overwhelms the average reader (me), rather the characters, particularly President Abraham  
Lincoln, come to life on the page. I will recommend Team of Rivals to anyone seeking a fuller 
understanding of war, race and politics in our nation. 

 
2009’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel was a Rockport Library Book Group’s selection this fall. We 
all agreed that Elizabeth Strout’s Olive Kitteridge is a memorable work of fiction. Set in a ficti-
tious coastal Maine town, it’s a collection of interconnected stories, where Olive is the central 
point at which all they intersect. Olive Kitteridge resonates with readers because of its deep un-
derstanding of human nature, both admirable and not so. Each reader sees some aspect of her/
himself in the novel’s characters. 

 
I never grow tired of books about Paris, France. Recently I enjoyed a memoir with recipes called 
The Sharper Your Knife, the Less You Cry, by Kathleen Flinn. After losing her job in California, 
Flinn decides to fulfill a dream of hers to study at the Cordon Bleu in Paris. Her memoir recounts 
with humor the ups and downs of cooking at Cordon Bleu (and as mentioned, she includes plenty 
of recipes) along with her life in Paris. For more about Paris and food, and inspired by the recent 
movie (and book by Julie Powell), Julie and Julia, I’m planning soon to read Julia Child’s popular 
memoir, My Life in France. 

 
One of my favorite books from years gone by is Bel Canto by Ann Patchett. Her most 
recent novel is called Run and it’s the story of two Boston families, one black and one 
white that by book’s end have become one family. The story of how this evolves is 
very different from what a reader might expect. And as with Bel Canto, that is the 
beauty of Patchett’s story-telling gift.  
 

I know this list only scratches the surface of all the good reading 2009 has offered. But I am more 
than ready to begin thinking about the books that the new year will bring. 
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Don Frye, the town of Rockport’s electrician extraordi-
naire, will be replacing lighting, adding new electrical 
boxes, and installing new fixtures. 
 

The next order of business will be to get the carpet re-
placement project out to bid. I’ve had several companies 
in to help me with specs and Steve Beveridge, head of 
public works, has been an invaluable resource on build-
ing-related issues, as many of my colleagues in the town 
have been in other capacities throughout the year. For 
example, as I write this, our fire chief Bruce Woodward 
has just hung the holiday wreaths on the building. This 
is a yearly perk and we appreciate it. This past summer 
Officer Dan Brown fixed the front door for me so I 
could lock up and go home one night. The wood had 
expanded with all the moisture we’ve had and I could 
not get that door closed no matter how much I tried. 
 

Help has been given through my many conversations 
with Ginny Lindsey about the budget. Scott Bickford 
came over and helped fix our one toilet here 
at the library. I managed to fix it temporarily 
with a paperclip (elbows deep in tank water) 
while a loyal library user held the flashlight—
now there’s an image (thanks, Joe). 
 

Stacey Parra is always ready to answer my questions. 
Tom Ford has given a lot of his time this past year to the 
library as well. From town manager Bob Peabody to all 

the department heads and staff at the 
town office, police, public works, Sue 
Dates and her patience in scheduling 
the Opera House—as your librarian I 
have relied on my colleagues through-
out the year and thought this was a 

great time to thank them for all they do to help make the 
library a better place. We don’t operate in a vacuum 
here but we all pitch in and help one another out. The 
staff at the Rockport Public Library is a dedicated group 
and I want to thank them along with the library commit-
tee for their work and support all year long. 
 

The Friends of Rockport Public Library are another 
group on which we rely. They recently presented the 
library with a second gift of $5,000 which brings their 
annual gift total to $10,000 for the current fiscal year. 
This gift goes far in supporting new books and other 
materials for your library. The book sale and member-
ship drive are the two main methods for raising these 
funds and there is a lot of behind-the-scenes work that 
goes on all year. My heartfelt thanks to all involved 
with this superb organization. 

(Continued from page 1) Of course I won’t forget our loyal library volunteers. 
They come in faithfully every week to help us out by 
shelving, processing books, and several other jobs 
we would not be able to do as quickly without them. 
I am amazed at their dedication. 
 

There are so many ways we support and help one 
another throughout the year but I want to take this 
opportunity to give a big thank you to all of you who 
use the library, give your time, or remember the li-
brary by giving your financial support. 

 

A director’s job description in a 
small library is “do everything” 
and I love it. But by now it 
must be clear to you that it is a 
community effort. It literally 
“takes a village” as I have de-

scribed above. All of these gestures make this library 
the special place it has always been and because of 
you, it continues to be. 
 

I wish you a happy and healthy 2010. 

The Rockport Public Library is on 
Facebook, and we’d welcome you as 
a fan. We try to keep our page up to 
date with news and events. Become a 
fan and stay informed! 

The Library’s Virtual Resources 
Available Through our Web Site 

www.rockport.lib.me.us 

Thousands of magazines, 
newspapers, and reference 
books are available any-
where in the State of 

Maine through the online resources of MARVEL! 
Maine's Virtual Library, a service of Maine InfoNet. 

Access over 60,000 
maps in one convenient 
location.  

Explore the growing collection 
of downloadable audiobooks 
and use your library card bar-
code to download them to 

your personal computer, transfer them to an iPod or 
MP3 player, or burn selected titles onto a CD for lis-
tening on the go.  
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          By Jane Babbitt 

Last spring Youth Advisory Board member Jacob 
Crane asked if he could do a special Eagle Scout 
project for the library—whatever we needed (short 
of adding a second storey).  We mulled it over for a 
few seconds, and asked whether shelving in the attic 
would be too much to ask. Jacob and his father, 
Tillman Crane, agreed to the scope of that project, 
and Jacob committed to planning, fundraising, and 
completing the job for us. 
 

When Jacob decided not to pursue the Eagle Scout 
badge after all, he didn’t back out of his commit-
ment to the library. A promise is a promise, he said. 
So during one of the hottest days of the summer, 
Jacob, Tillman, and their friend Richard Barnett 
brought in the shelving units, hauled them upstairs, 
and maneuvered them into the cramped, oven-like 
confines of the attic storage space. 
 

We now have neat shelving for all the children’s de-
partment supplies: arts and crafts materials, musical 

instruments, summer reading program prizes, and 
supplies for the Art at the Library programs. 
 

The library is very grateful for the hard work and long 
hours donated by Jacob and Tillman Crane and Rich-
ard Barnett. 

A proud—and very hot—Jacob Crane. 


