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Rockport Public Library Ad Hoc Planning Committee 

Draft Meeting Minutes 

June 8, 2016 

Opening 

The meeting of the Rockport Public Library Ad Hoc Planning Committee was called to 

order at 5:30 pm on June 8, 2016 at the Opera House by Jan Rosenbaum.  

*Note: the AHPLC meetings which occur at the Opera House venue will be televised and 

recorded using Rockport Live Stream, accessed via the town office link: 

http://livestream.com/Rockportmaine 

Present 

Voting Members: Jan Rosenbaum; Joe Sternowski; Eric Denny; Ann Filley; Tracy 

Murphy; Heather Mackey; Stephanie Kumble; ex-officio, Library Director, Ben 

Blackmon. 

Absent: Erik Frederic 

Guests: Reed & Co. architects’ Dick Reed and Cynthia Loebenstein; John Scholz, 

professional advisor; Richard Bates, Town Manager 

Old Business 

 May 25 Minutes accepted by committee. 

 Communication sub-committee report 

o Focus Group invitations are underway, starting to get back RSVP’s 

o Heather working with AHLPC members to help facilitate focus group 

meetings  

o Requests to the members to staff polling places and town meeting to have 

citizens sign up for random drawing to participate in focus groups. 

o The AHLPC meeting is still scheduled for 11:00 om June 22-this will be 

an opportunity to plan for first 2:00 focus group meeting. 

o Public forum is scheduled for 6:30 on July 20th at the opera house and will 

be recorded. 

Discussion: 

Is Reed & Co, required to be present on the presentations to the Select Board on august 3 

and August 8? Jan indicated that they are not required at this time and he will be 

http://livestream.com/Rockportmaine
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representing the AHLPC information to the SB, but all AHLPC members are invited to 

attend. 

 Future meeting schedule was discussed and whether the AHLPC should be 

changing the schedule to be an evening session and alternate to become more 

inclusive. 

o Suggestions were made to plan for schedule change, and provide ample 

notification to the public on those changes. This will be reviewed at the 

next meeting. For June no changes in the schedule.  

New Business 

Presentation and Discussion 

Dick Reed that the site plan has not been updated and are waiting to hear back from 

Maine DOT with feedback. So Dick did not feel it was necessary to have Will Gartley in 

attendance at this meeting. 

In the newest iteration of the building plan the Young Adult area has been expanded, 

there is now a place for the Friends of the Rockport Library for sorting and space for 

future expansion via the roof area. Additional points: 

 There is access off Russell Ave to Children’s Garden 

 Main entrance is off Limerock St with stairs and ramp and handicap parking on 

both streets 

 Worked with Ben on linear feet of shelving to accommodate growth 

 Shelves are 66 inches high, an excess of shelving for the collection to grow 

 YA has been expanded by 5 feet and includes glass partitions, now 412 square 

feet in the plan 

 Made the building something complimentary to Rockport. The roof can be 

accessed via elevator/stairs. Includes outdoor seating and the design includes a 

covered roof and plan for future expansion.  

 The roof garden would take advantage of the view of the harbor, utilizing brick 

and clapboard marries the architectural look of the village 

 The structure will be set up to take snow loads 

Public comment: 

 Want to make sure that planning for the next 20 years of growth, is more than just 

adequate. Will push back on the brick and would recommend that the architects 

listen to the feedback 
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 Keep the look and feel of the library as friendly and cozy. Take into consideration 

how libraries were designed 20 years ago and what is different from today’s 

libraries 

 The 1st impression of the concept is more institution, not what was expected to 

see. Loved the look of the original building. Thanks for all the work the 

committee is doing. Would like to see estimates and what would be the costs of 

annual maintenance. If lime washed brick is used, how is that maintained? 

Continued Discussion of committee: 

John Scholz recognizes that it is important for him not to comment on architectural 

concepts and will now step back from his advisory role. The committee thanked John for 

his work and guidance. The committee will defer a decision on the latest concept until 

next special meeting, which is called for June 10 at 10:00 at the opera house. 

Committee tasks 

 Sub-committee to work on invitations, rsvp’s, moderators and using June 14th and 

June 15th for outreach purposes. 

AHLPC Meeting schedule  

 June 10 10:00          Special Meeting (ROH) 

 June 22 11:00 am     Rockport Opera House 

 July 6 11:00 am Rockport Opera House 

Focus Group Meeting Schedules: 

 June 22 

o 2:00-3:00, 4:00-5:00, 6:30-7:30 

 June 23 

o 8:00-9:00, 10:00-11:00, 12:30-1:30, 2:30-3:30 

Adjournment 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:15 pm by Jan Rosenbaum. The next meeting will be 

June 22, 2016 at 11:00 am and located at the Opera House. 

Minutes submitted by: Ann Filley   Approved by:  Committee on 06/22/2016 


