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The Director’s Corner 
 Ben Blackmon, Library Director 

for the new building we had to say goodbye 

to the old one. The old library that had been 

our home for over 70 years was torn down 

in the last week of November. The tear 

down was done early to give us a jumpstart 

on the construction season this spring.  
 

Speaking of spring, we are hoping to break 

ground on the new building in May 2019. 

The goal is to have a shell of the building up 

and heating system installed so work can 

continue inside throughout the winter. With 

a May 2019 start date, we anticipate opening 

the doors of our new home to the 

community in the late summer of 2020!    
 

We hope you will join us on this wonderful 

adventure as we build a new library for 

Rockport. We look forward to serving the 

community for another 100 years in the new 

Library!  

This has been one wild and exciting year for 

the Rockport Public Library. On November 

6th, 2018, all of our hard work over the last 

few years paid off and we passed a bond for 

$1.5 million to help fund the construction of 

a new library. This is some of the most 

exciting news in the history of the Rockport 

Public Library! The new library will cost 

$3.5 million and the money not covered by 

the bond ($2 million) will be raised 

privately. That is all old news, but it still 

gives me joy to write.  
 

The new news is that the fundraising is 

going great. A new foundation, the Rockport 

Public Library Foundation, has been set up; 

its sole purpose is to raise the needed $2 

million to fully fund the building. As I write 

this, the Foundation has already raised $1.5 

million in cash and pledges. This is a huge 

amount of money to have raised since 

November 6th, 2018. There is still much 

work to be done, so if you would like to 

donate or help with raising the rest, you can 

contact the Foundation at 

www.rockportlibraryfoundation.org.  
 

While the building of the new library is 

exciting, it is also bittersweet. To make way  
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Getting Closer To Our Goal! 
 

The Rockport Library Foundation is pleased to report that it has surpassed $1.5 million 

on the way to its $2 million goal for building the new library! Most recently, the 

Foundation received a $150,000 donation from the Rockport Library Committee. 
 

“We’re extremely grateful for the generosity of our friends and neighbors here in 

Rockport... and elsewhere,” reports Capital Campaign Co-Chair Joan Welsh. “We’re 

now entering the critical final phase of our campaign with the hope of reaching our $2 

million goal by year-end. While we’re inching closer each day, it’s really important that 

we keep our eye on the prize.” 
 

Many naming opportunities are still available, 

including: 

 Program Room $250,000   

 Children's Room $250,000 

 Grand Room $200,000 

 Marine Room  $200,000 

 Compass Rose $75,000 

 Stacks  $10,000 each, with multiple names 

listed for each gift of $1,000 or more. 

 Desks  $5,000 

 Chairs  $1,000  

 Upper level Terrace  $100,000 

 Covered patio (lower level) $100,000 
 

Also, a really fun way to support the new library is to “Buy A Brick.” The donation 

cards are available at the front desk, or you can go to the Fundraising page on 

www.RockportLibraryFoundation.org. For $150, your name will be inscribed on a brick 

used in the patio or walkways.  
 

The Foundation expects to announce a special “challenge grant” soon, along with some 

public fundraising events later this summer. More details will appear soon. 

The Rockport Library Foundation is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, nonprofit organization as 

defined by the Internal Revenue Service. Created in June 2018, its sole purpose is to 

raise private, tax-deductible contributions, which in combination with voter-approved 

bond funds, will be used to construct a new library building in the heart of the Town. For 

more information or to make a donation, go to: www.RockportLibraryFoundation.org. 

or mail checks to Rockport Library Foundation, P.O. Box 204, Rockport, ME 04856. 



 

WE support the Rockport Public Library 
 

The Rockport Public Library is a growing, people-centered community hub that goes well beyond 
providing information and learning resources: it offers cultural enrichment, enhances 
collaboration, inspires innovation, forges connections, and sparks creativity and enjoyment. It 
provides equal access to information and new technology. The Library welcomes people of all 
ages into the heart of the community.  More than just a building that holds books, the Rockport 
Public Library is the community’s gathering and learning center. 
 

As the Library supports our community, four distinct organizations support the Library: 
 

The volunteer-run Friends of the Rockport Public Library serves a community-building role. 

Founded in 1979, Friends of the Rockport Public Library (FRPL) is a 501(c )3 nonprofit 
organization that contributes volunteer assistance and steady, significant financial support to the 
Library. FRPL’s annual contributions average $15,000 and make us the Library’s largest donor.  

Membership is open to all, with Individual, Family, Patron, and Business levels. A Volunteer 
Board of Directors is elected annually and welcomes new members. 

FRPL builds connections and holds the center of our vibrant community.  
 

The elected Library Committee serves a management role. 

The Library Committee (LC) was originally established in 1914, with the current structure 
approved by Rockport voters in 1980.  

The LC manages the Library’s Endowment Fund, which supports all operating expenses, 
excluding staff salaries and benefits, and works with the Library Director on policies and strategic 
planning initiatives. 

Five members are elected in June to staggered three-year terms and hold public meetings 
monthly at the town office. 
 

The volunteer-run Rockport Library Foundation serves a fundraising role. 

Formed in 2018, the Rockport Library Foundation (RLF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
whose purpose is currently to raise the private funds that will complement the town-bonded 
funds to construct the new library.  
 

The Town of Rockport serves a municipal role. 

The Library is a Town department and all Library staff members are Town employees. The Town’s 
annual budget includes Library staff salaries and benefits, waste water, and audit expenses. 

The Town owns and maintains the Library’s building and grounds.  
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Recurring Events at the Library 

French Conversation Group: Mondays & Fridays, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
All levels of proficiency are welcome. 
 
 

Fiber Arts Group: 1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesdays, 3 to 5 p.m. 
If you like to knit, crochet, embroider, felt, or do other types of fiber 
arts, come to the library and enjoy the company of other craftspeople!  
 
 

Drop-in Mah Jongg: Wednesdays, 1 to 4 p.m. and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Stop by to meet other Mah Jongg enthusiasts. All levels of play welcome. 
 
 

First Wednesday Book Club: 1st Wednesday of each month, 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
The group decides what book it would like to read and discusses it on the first 
Wednesday of each month. Next month’s books are decided at each meeting. 
 
 
 

Maine Genealogical Society: 4th Wednesday of each month, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Anyone interested in family history is welcome to attend. You do not need to be a 
member of the society to join the meeting. 
 
 

Bridge Group: Thursdays, 12 to 3 p.m. 
Come play the wonderful game of bridge. All skill levels welcome. 
 
 

Tech Tutors: Thursdays, 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
We have on hand experts to help you with whatever your tech troubles 
are. 
 
 

Poets’ Corner: 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 4 to 5 p.m. 
Local poets conduct these workshops. Bring a selection of work to share. 
 
 

VR Friday: Fridays, 3 to 5 p.m. 
Come try out the Library’s HTC Vive Virtual Reality headset. We will show you how 
to move and interact in the world of VR. 

 
 

Booklover’s Café: Last Saturday of the month from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Come and enjoy tea, coffee, and muffins and share the wealth of your 
reading experiences with other Rockport readers.  



 

THE FRIENDS 50TH  

ANNUAL BOOK SALE 

JULY 11-14 
This summer marks the 50th year of the Friends of Rockport Public Library’s annual 

book sale! Since 1969, Friends have collected, sorted, and sold countless donated books 

of all genres in a giant, multi-day book sale that draws browsers and buyers from across 

the region. In addition to raising an astonishing amount for the Library’s purchase of 

new books, multimedia resources, and technology supplies, the Book Sale has become 

a cherished annual event.  

The 50th annual book sale will be held July 11-14, 2019 at Midcoast Recreation Center. 

We eagerly anticipate a community-wide celebration of this Golden Anniversary, with 

special raffles and activities! 

2019 Book Sale Dates & Times: 

This celebration comes at a pivotal moment for our community: after years of 

uncertainty, construction of a new library will be underway. The library will feature 

dedicated space for Friends’ activities, including book sorting and selling. Friends 

happily look toward the future and the opportunity to host events at the library we 

work so hard to support. More frequent, more visible events—including multiple book 

sales throughout the year—will enhance the Friends’ role as Library ambassadors. 

That’s why we’re thrilled to announce that the 2020 book sale will take place in the new 

library! The dates of the 51st book sale will coincide with the 2020 opening of our 

new library! Stay tuned. 

 

Thursday, July 11 5-7 p.m. Members only sale 

Friday, July 12 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Open to the public 

Saturday, July 13 8 a.m.-noon Open to the public 

 1-3 p.m. Box sale 

Sunday, July 14 8-11 a.m. Free books 
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The Rockport Public Library 
2019 Summer Reading Program 

Northern Stars Planetarium  

Monday, July 8th at 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 

Rockport Opera House  
 

Northern Stars Planetarium at the Rockport Opera House. We’ll have two 
shows to make sure we can fit everybody inside their traveling planetarium. 
Children and adults will learn all about outer-space with a tour through the 
solar system. We'll learn about planets, comets, asteroids, the Moon, and 
constellations. Please call the Rockport Public Library to sign up.  
 

Mad Science of Maine: The Science of Space 

Monday, July 15th at 2 p.m. 

Rockport Opera House 
 

Mad Science of Maine will be at the Rockport Opera House at 2:00 PM to 
teach us about gravity, atmosphere, and the science of space. Launch into 
the excitement of Earth, Mars, the moon and beyond as we scale the solar 
system in a life size interactive demonstration. Examine life in space as we 
challenge your interplanetary voyagers in Mission: Spacewalk! Help us analyze the 
atmosphere and zero gravity with an awesome bell jar experiment. Continue the journey 
with a combustion reaction that reinforces the nightly marvel known as a shooting star. If 
that is not enough, prepare for liftoff with a miniature rocket launch!  
 

Chewonki: Mammals of Maine 

Monday, July 22nd at 2 p.m. 

Rockport Opera House  
 

This exciting and interactive program introduces students to our 
native warm-blooded vertebrates: Maine mammals. Each participant 
studies a mounted animal and observes its characteristics, such as 
teeth, feet, and fur. We use these observations as clues to understanding each mammal’s 
adaptations, niche, and habitat. A collection of skulls, study skins, and other specimens 
complements a discussion of adaptations and the role each animal plays in the food web.   
  

Third Annual Egg Drop 

Monday, July 29th at 2 p.m. 

Rockport Public Library 

Our third annual Summer Reading Egg Drop will be happening at the 
Rockport Public Library at 2:00 PM. Can you make a device that will keep an 
egg from breaking when dropped from a great height? Make one at home or 
at the library on the day of the Egg Drop. 
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It’s Time to Renew  Your 
Membership to the 

Friends 

May is membership month for the Friends.  This 

is the time of year we encourage our library 

users to join the Friends of Rockport Public 

Library for the year July 2019–June 2020.   

One benefit to being a member of Friends is you 

can attend the opening night “Members Only” 

sale at the book sale on Thursday, July 11th 

from 5-7 p.m.  Members get a head start with 

buying books. 

The membership campaign begins in mid-May, 

although we are already accepting checks.  To 

join as an Individual costs $15, as a Family costs 

$20, and as a Patron or a Business costs $50.  

There is a handy form on the last page of this 

newsletter.   

Just fill out the form, write a check, and drop it 

off at the front desk or drop it in the mail.  All 

the proceeds from the book sale and the 

membership campaign benefit the library. 

4th Annual Hot Dog Day 
Saturday, July 13th  

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

at the Rockport Public Library 
Join us for free hot dogs, 

veggie dogs, and all the fixins!  

We’ll also have water and iced 

tea! Games for kids of all ages 

will be set up as well. 

All funds raised from this event go to support 

the construction of the new Rockport Public 

Library. More than just a building that holds 

books, the new Rockport Public Library will be 

the community’s gathering and learning center. 

It will offer access to technology, digital 

resources, and meeting spaces, as well as print 

and electronic books. We anticipate opening 

the doors of our new home to the community 

in the late summer of 2020. 

The race starts at the Rockport Opera House, 

goes down Beauchamp Point, and ends at 

Rockport Harbor Marine Park, where water and 

snacks will be provided.  This event is open to 

runners and walkers of all ages and skills.  

Race day registration starts at 8:00am at the 

Rockport Opera House, and the race starts at 

9:00am. 

The 5K race is open to all, and registration costs 

$25 on race day or $20 in advance. Kids 18 and 

under can register for $10. You can sign up in 

advance at the library or online at http://

rockport.lib.me.us. More information can be 

found on our Facebook page. Advance 

registration ends on Friday, June 21st. If you 

have any questions please contact the Library at 

236-3642 or rpl@rockport.lib.me.us. 
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It’s finally spring and the Library Committee 

continues the long-standing tradition in the 

town of overseeing the Library endowment. 

We meet monthly and every meeting is 

always open to the public for any questions 

or concerns you may have. The Library 

Committee and the town of Rockport have 

a long-standing partnership. The Library is a 

town department and the salaries and 

benefits are part of the town’s budget, but 

most everything else that keeps the Library 

running is paid for by the endowment. Our 

committee works directly with the Library 

director to support the mission and goals of 

the Library.  

The Library Committee is in full support of 

the new Library and of the parking plan. In 

order to ensure that the Library gets the 

parking it needs, we need anyone who can 

to go to town meeting on June 12th and to 

vote to appropriate the funds for the public 

works budget.  Since 1914, the Rockport 

Public Library has served and continues to 

serve the needs of the community. Since  

 

Notes from the 

Library Committee 

Chair 

by Heaven Bartlett 
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moving to the temporary location at 485 

Commercial Street, Library attendance 

continues to increase, with more people 

enjoying all the programs offered by our 

Library, which is why we need the parking 

plan we had agreed on. Those spaces make 

the Library accessible. In order to support 

the new building, the library committee has 

given a large donation to the Rockport 

Library Foundation for the purpose of 

building the Library.  I would like to thank 

the foundation for the incredible job they 

have done raising money for this project. 

Their campaign has been and continues to 

be fantastic.   

The Library Committee is made up of five 

people elected by the town and this June 

we will have two three-year terms up for 

election. While our group might change, 

our goals do not: we are here to support 

the needs of the Library and of the town.   

Read the Newsletter 

Online! 

Go paperless and save us the postage! Just 

email rpl@rockport.lib.me.us, and we will 

send you an email notifying you when the 

newsletter can be viewed at our web site: 

www.rockport.lib.me.us/newsletters.php 

mailto:rpl@rockport.lib.me.us


 

Friends in Need! 
As you can see in our newsletter there are many 
wonderful programs and events that are coming 
up. We are a small, but dedicated group of 
people, but we need your help! 

First is the Rockport Public Library 5K on June 
23rd. We are looking for about six volunteers to 
help with check ins, table monitors and timers. 
So if you are interested please get in touch with 
the Friends or leave your name and number 
with Library staff. 

Next, is our 50th anniversary ANNUAL BOOK 
SALE. The goal is to form a book sale committee 
to help in a number of ways: 

 Publicity-posters and book marks 
 Outdoor signage 
 Table organizer (calling and reserving tables  

for the sale-we have a list) 
 Book movers and book set-up 
 Volunteer coordinator  
 End of sale pack up 
 And more 

Join the Friends as a board member. Come and 
meet the board at our May 29th Open 
House.  Conversation, cookies and coffee will be 
available from 6-7:30pm. All are welcome, so 
stop by and share your thoughts as we look 
forward to the opening of the new library in 
2020. Page 9 

 Local Businesses Show 
their Support 

Thank you to our Business Friends who 
support the Rockport Public Library by 

joining the Friends.  

 

 Bleeker & Greer—Maine Street 
Meats 

 Camden Hills Dental Care 

 Gartley Management Services 

 Giddyworm Books 

 Gosline-Murchie Agency 

 Ingraham Associates Inc. 

 McCormick & Associates Inc. 

 Midcoast Recreation Center 

 Mount Pleasant Dental Care 

 Rockland Animal Hospital 

 Rockport Steel 

 Bill Sepe Architect 

 The Study Hall 

 Vision Builders 



 

Friends of Rockport Public Library 

P.O. Box 8 

Rockport, ME 04856 

Rockport Public  

Library Hours 

 

Monday  9 – 5:30 

Tuesday 9 – 5:30 

Wednesday 11 – 8 

Thursday 9 – 5:30 

Friday  9 – 5:30 

Saturday 9 – 5:30 

 

Place 

Stamp 

Please enroll me as a member of Friends of Rockport Public Library 

For the July 1, 2019– June 30, 2020 year (dues and donations are tax deductible) 

___ Individual ($15) ___ Family ($20) ___ Business ($50) ___ Patron ($50)  

__ New member  __ Renewal        Additional donation $__________ 

Please make checks payable to Friends of Rockport Public Library 

Send to: Friends of Rockport Public Library, P.O. Box 8, Rockport, ME 04856 or drop off at library 

 

Please PRINT clearly: 

Name:         Email         

Business Name (If applicable)            

[  ] Please include our business logo on the library website. Email logo to: rpl@rockport.lib.me.us 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Town       State _____ Zip __________ Telephone       

Preference for Library Newsletter:  ___ Pick up at library ___ E-mail & read online ___U.S. mail  

[  ] Yes, I would like to volunteer! Please contact me by telephone [  ] or email [  ]. 

Thank you for your support! 

mailto:rpl@rockport.lib.me.us

